
Burleigh County Weed Board 
July 16, 2020, Burleigh County Highway Department 
7:30 a.m. 
 
Members present: Dralle, Heisler, Skoglund, Palm, Nehring 
Absent:   
Additional attendees:  Dylan Ripplinger, Wayne Klein, Brad Jossart-Fertilawn,Kathleen Jones, Joyelle 
Richey 
 
Chairman Heisler called the meeting to order at 7:30am 
 
Motion to approve the meeting minutes from June 18, 2020, Skoglund and seconded by Dralle.  All 
members present voted “Aye”, motion carried. 
 
Motion to approve the June 2020 financial report, Palm and seconded by Nehring.  All members present 
voted “Aye”, motion carried.  
 
Motion to approve the bills as presented, Dralle and seconded by Palm.  All members present voted 
“Aye”, motion carried. 
 
Old Business 
Taxes Receivable: Dylan explained that this is the remaining balance to receive from the mill levy.  
 
Website Posting: Dylan and Joyelle have completed training and have been posting to the Burleigh 
County website.   
 
New Business 
Beetle Collection: Last week Dylan assisted in collecting approximately 500,000 beetles in Morton 
County which was a mixture of copper and black, and approximately 200,000 copper beetles at Lake 
Tschida. The previous week he was in Stutsman County with a collection of approximately 50,000 black 
beetles. Dylan released beetles in two locations on July 2nd. Four releases were done west of the 
entrance to Sibley Park on South Washington. Another four releases were done on the south side of 
Yegen Rd just west of Lincoln Rd. Photos of the areas have been taken with hopes of tracking the 
progress. Each release consists of 3,000 beetles. A suggested next release point would be south of Apple 
Creek Rd.  
 
Budget Meeting:  Dylan stated the budget meeting went well. He expressed concern with winter 
meetings for the weed board and how that would be compensated while his pay is coming from the 
Highway Department. Jones reassured that adjustments would be made.  
 
Accounts Receivable: The list of receivables was reviewed. Dylan will follow up with James Peterson to 
pay the outstanding balance of $2,710.65.  
 
Ideas for new weed office: Jones announced that the Weed Board will be losing their office space in 
January as it will be leased to Parks & Rec. She had a few suggestions for a new space.  It would be ideal 
to keep the office near the Extension Office.  There is property to the east of the Extension Office, will 
need to find out if there is cost for the real estate or just for the building. There is a possibility to 
temporarily use or renovate the old concessions building. The building has no heat or a/c unit and the 
water heater is old. Jones thought renovations could cost between $50,000-$100,000 and suggests 
contacting Haakenson for information on how structurally sound the building is. She also stated that 



there is a constant stream of homeless activity in that area and the building has been vandalized three 
times in five years.  Another option is storage units and office space that the county currently rents 
located on 71st. A 30 X 50 2,000 sq ft space rents for $1125/month.  
Wayne offered space at the Highway Department. There is room upstairs for the filing cabinets and they 
would rearrange the cubicle area where Dylan currently has a space to include two cubicles. This would 
be a good option for temporary while a new building is being constructed.  
Dylan will look into the cost of buildings. Jones suggests having a plan in place by October.  
 
Open Discussion: Jossart stated that Dylan has relayed numerous customer compliments for the 
spraying that has been done by Fertilawn, the feedback has been greatly appreciated. Jones also noted 
that she has received calls praising Dylan for his work.  
 
Jones stated there have been numerous changes to the Weed Board in the past months and suggests a 
booklet to be complied for all board members with all updates.  
 
Dylan states that the side-by-side in currently in the shop with a mandatory recall. Other than that the 
equipment works great.  
Park spraying was discussed, with Jones stating that the park only spot sprays. Contact Jones prior to 
spraying to be certain of when and where. Also if Buckstop Junction could be sprayed it would be great. 
An infestation on Highway 10 owned by Arnie Zent needs sprayed. It is in his contract that he maintains 
the property. Dylan will follow up with him. There is an area near Mitchell Lake that may have wood 
beetles, Dylan will follow up. The Disabled Vets are currently maintaining the Driscoll area and looks 
great.  
Open Discussion: Melinda Berg has paid her outstanding balance and signed up for spraying for this 
year. Verticle Bridge and Strata have been taken care of.  
Landowner Reimbursements: Reimbursement requests have been received from John Erickson and 
Tracy Bridwell. Palm stated that the policy requires preapproval and if we deviate when do we stop? 
There will be a letter sent to all requesting reimbursement stating that an exception has been made this 
year but going forward reimbursement will not be allowed unless they receive prior approval. And all 
future requests will need to be approved by the board before paying. 
Motion to reimburse for ½ the chemical cost and include letters for Erickson in the amount of $61.20 & 
Bridwell $102.88, Nehring and seconded Dralle. All members present voted “Aye”, motion carried. 
 
Dylan will be joining members of the USDA next week to cruise the river in Morton and Burleigh 
counties looking for yellow toadflax. 
Problem areas needing to be checked out are Highway 10 east of the Rural Fire Department for leafy 
spurge. Centennial and 71st and the gun club area.  
 
Weed Officer Report 
Herbicide Sales to date-quarts 349 
Cost share application to date-80 
LAP & TAG submission was included in the meeting packet.  
 
Motion to approve an amendment to the approval of bills to include Fertilawn invoice for $31,440, Palm 
and seconded by Nehring. All members present voted “Aye”, motion carried. 
 
Meeting Adjourned at 8:40am. Motioned by Dralle, seconded by Skoglund 
 
Submitted by Joyelle Richey 
 


